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Northern California in 2021 

endured the third-driest water year on 

record along with the highest recorded 

evaporative demand — factors that placed 

the year in a class by itself in the “drought 

hall of infamy”. Although the state is 

known for historic cycles of rain and 

drought, it has been documented that 

Climate Change may be instrumental in 

increasing drought phenomena. In a 

recent Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change Sixth Assessment Report 

it was concluded that “human influences 

have increased the chance of 

compound extreme weather events, 

specifically increases in the frequency of 

concurrent heatwaves and droughts on the 

global scale.” Who would have guessed? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intergovernmental_Panel_on_Climate_Change
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extreme_weather
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heatwave


 

 

 
                   If pictures tell a thousand words, these can save some reading effort. 



 

   
 

 On Dec 9 the ACWD declared a water shortage emergency in the Tri City 

Area, aiming to reduce water use by 15%. Sprinklers should only be used twice per 

week, no decorative water fountains are to be used, no hosing off sidewalks and 

driveways, etc. Water, water nowhere, bur still a drop to drink!  

   So, what can one do in the Drought?  

Read on… 

 

 

  



How to lose your lawn 
 

Removing turf with water-efficient plants can be cost-effective, beautiful, and 

low-maintenance. 

About half of the water we use at home is spent outdoors on landscaping. 

Californians have made great strides to improve indoor water efficiency; however, 

outdoor water efficiency achieves much more water savings. We could follow this 

step-by-step guide to convert a thirsty lawn into a beautiful garden: rain-wise, 

pollinator, edible, or succulent. 

ACWD is currently offering $2.00/sq. ft of lawn that is replaced with water-

efficient landscape.  

*To be eligible for this rebate, customers must submit an application and 

receive approval before beginning a landscape conversion project.  

 

Rebates are issued on a first-come, first served basis. Funding is limited. 

Visit the BAWSCA Lawn Be Gone website to complete the online application and 

for all program information, requirements, and resources such as eligible plant lists 

and garden design ideas. https://www.acwd.org/145/Rebates?nid=145 

 

What’s involved? Here’s Five “easy” steps - 

• Remove turf – that can be pick and shovel, a rototiller, or hire landscapers – it 
won’t be their first! Dare we highly recommend Chrysalis Gardens? There are 
many or just do it yourself! 

• Lay sheet mulch – card board and mulch from the local mulcher such as Tri 
City Rock can take care of this. 

• Capture rain water – Are you good with roof and have all the tools? Do you 
have a 50-gallon barrel or bigger? You may want some help with this. 

• Plant low water use California Friendly and native plants – see any number of 
websites to decide what you like.  In the photo below cover cloth has been 
used. Mulch will be added after plants go in. Drip irrigation can go below the 
mulch. 

https://bawsca.org/conserve/rebates/lawn
https://www.acwd.org/145/Rebates?nid=145


 

• Install drip irrigation – Spend a little more money, but you will save in the 
end. You always need to water to get new plants started. 

Below is an example of a waterwise garden located in Fremont. Plants used -  

Lantana, Lion’s Tail, Lavender, Hardenbergia Violacia. They have lots of color 

and are very bee-friendly! Many websites are available on plants to choose from, 

including water-wise, and native Californians. You can visit Regan’s Nursery, 

Dales, or even Home Depot.  

Notice the friendly “free books” recycling box by the sidewalk! 

 

.  

 

 



Save up to 10 times the water by growing 

hydroponically  
by Dan O’Donnell 

 
 

 
 

 
 

It is no longer sustainable to conserve water only in drought years. 

Californians are going to have to adopt water saving measures as normal. Losing 

the lawn, planting native and/or drought tolerant plants, not spraying down 

driveways with the hose, and upgrading to water efficient appliances are a few of 

the things many people are going to need to do to conserve water. Many who have 

already taken these measures are looking for other ways to conserve water. One 

way is to build a hydroponic system for growing vegetables and herbs.  

Hydroponics is a method of growing plants without soil. Plants are grown 

directly in circulating water in a hydroponic system. Organic fertilizers and other 

nutrients are added to satisfy all of the plants’ needs. 

Spray heads lose more than 35% of the water they deliver due to wind, over 

spraying, and evaporation. Driplines are up to 70% more efficient than spray 

heads. However, with both drip and spray irrigation, there is still water that is lost 

in parts of the soil where the plants roots do not reach. Vegetables and herbs grown 

in hydroponic systems save 70% to 90% more water than the same ones grown in 

soil. Plants grown this way grow faster, get larger, and can be grown closer 

together maximizing space. The University of Minnesota Extension has a 

comprehensive webpage that explains the different types of systems and directions 



for building them, extension.umn.edu/how/small-scale-hydroponics#pots-and-

substrate-2644461 

Hydroponics as a technique for growing fruits and vegetables commercially 

is becoming more popular throughout the world, especially in places like Israel, 

Australia, and Africa where water is scarce. It is also becoming a popular way for 

people to grow food the most water efficient way at home. Fremont Hydroponics, 

45461 Fremont Blvd # 1, Fremont, CA 94538 or The Lucky Garden in Dublin, 

theluckygardenhydro.com, are two local stores that have everything to build a 

system and offer any assistance needed.  

  



Area 4 – What next? 
 

 
 

Newark bay lands Area 4 Update 

By Carin High 

 

Many thanks to Tri-City Ecology Center for its continued support of the 

efforts to protect the bay lands of Newark Area 4 from development. The Save 

Newark Wetlands campaign is still active and continues working toward a pathway 

to conservation for this critically important acreage. It is imperative that we 

continue to keep up the drum beat to protect these lands. 

Towards that end, Tri-City Ecology Center members who haven’t yet signed 

the evergreen petition calling for Bay Area agencies to exert the full extent of their 

regulatory authority to protect these lands and for decision-makers to do the same, 

are asked to please do so. Those who have already signed are encouraged to have 

family, friends and colleagues also do so. The petition, information regarding the 

project that has been proposed, all the reasons why these lands must be 

permanently protected, as well as beautiful photos and videos of this land can be 

found at the Save Newark Wetlands website – https://savenewarkwetlands.org  

This 500-acre site currently supports over 250 acres of fresh, brackish and 

muted tidal wetlands. These wetlands provide important habitat for resident and 

migratory waterbirds. The upland areas have been documented to supported the 

Burrowing Owl and provide foraging habitat for the White-tailed Kite, Northern 

Harrier and many other species dependent upon undeveloped grasslands. The site 

also has been documented to support the only mammal restricted to tidal wetlands 

– the endangered salt marsh harvest mouse.  

https://savenewarkwetlands.org/


Most significantly though, the bay lands of Newark Area 4 provide 

something extremely rare in the Central and South Bay – something that is crucial 

to the future health of the Bay - undeveloped acreage that can easily support lateral 

migration of tidal wetlands as sea levels continue to rise. Without lateral migration 

space, tidal wetlands will drown as sea levels continue to rise. When one looks at 

the bay area in Google maps satellite view, it is obvious that we have mostly 

developed right up to the edges of the Bay.  

 

Without tidal wetlands, we not only risk losing important wildlife habitat, 

we will lose all the functions tidal wetlands perform that protect the health of the 

Bay, our fisheries, and provide climate resilience for our communities. In addition, 

tidal wetlands have been reported to be at least 10 times more efficient at drawing 

down and storing carbon that forested lands. 

 

Please help in our efforts to protect these lands by signing and sharing the petition 

and signing up for action alerts. You can read about the need to protect 

undeveloped lands for tidal wetlands migration in the Twitter thread at: 

https://twitter.com/bayrefuge/status/1531676217803280384 

 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/bayrefuge/status/1531676217803280384


What about trees?  

A Letter from Lynn Miller and TCEC to the City 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mayor Mei and Fremont City Council Members, 

 

Fremont has a history of being proud of its trees, of annually declaring it is a 

“Tree USA City” with a proclamation and small observance. But in about 2008, 

due to extreme economic pressure, Fremont changed street trees to property 

owners’ responsibility. As we do our community engagement work for our Urban 

Forest, we still encounter some of that resentment from citizens. But times have 

changed, and the vast majority of Fremont residents support an environmental and 

climate adaptive resiliency trees offer. This is demonstrated in the Climate Action, 

Park and Recreation, and Urban Forest survey results. 

   As our city neighborhoods age, our street trees are disappearing. 

Homeowners and businesses, for various reasons, much of the time, fail to replace 

them. Much of our city has ordinances that stipulate that street trees be replaced by 

the property owners. For many years the city has not chosen to budget for 

enforcement. Most people have no idea that they are not following ordinances. It is 

up to city government to turn the situation around for the benefit of us all.   We 

liken it to asking people to wear seat belts versus mandating seat belts and 

enforcing it. 



Now, in 2022, we face temperature increases due to climate change and 

urban heat island effects through our ever-shrinking urban tree canopy. Shade trees 

preserve asphalt surfaces, lower AC and heating costs, improve street walkability, 

slow traffic, increase feelings of wellness, sequesters carbon dioxide, contributes to 

home and business values, and much, much more.  That is why significantly 

increasing our city tree canopy is a major part of the City of Fremont’s CAP 2.0 

Reviewing the 2023 City budget, we appreciate that difficult decisions are 

made as to funding many important initiatives and that most departments are 

operating below ideal staffing levels. None the less, an important, cost-effective 

method of replacing street trees in neighborhoods, and maintaining their historic 

charm, is being overlooked. 

We urge you to consider funding the Community Services department (tree 

division) at least one staff code enforcement specialist, and to correct permitting 

processes, as necessary, to ensure that when homes and properties interface with 

City permitting services, missing trees are planted by the property owner before the 

permit is completed. A community campaign of Urban Tree Climate Action could 

go a long way to ensuring citizen support for this new initiative. 

 

Respectively submitted, Tri City Ecology Center, Board of Directors 

 

 

  



Complete Streets  
 

Before the advent of the automobile, streets were arteries for walking, biking 

and horse riding, and people gathered on street corners, in commons, gardens, 

marketplaces, plazas, and churches. Much later on after World War II, suburbs 

built streets to move cars at high speed. Too often, streets in suburbs have shoved 

city life aside.  

In the early 2000s, a new generation of urban planners, transportation 

engineers and recreation advocates brought back the old notion of “complete 

streets.” They designed streets for a mix of vehicular and pedestrian uses, with 

public spaces like plazas, parks and open green spaces. 

According to the National Association of City Transportation Officials, 

“’The complete streets concept and movement has come out of the idea that streets 

need to be more than just places for cars to move quickly. Streets are public places 

where people can connect with each other and move around their city in ways that 

are safe and equitable.’ Cars give way to people, and cars move at a kinder, gentler 

pace. 

           The city of Fremont has embraced complete streets, and plans to reconfigure 

transit corridors including Decoto Road and downtown Centerville. Four 

intersections at Walnut Avenue have been reconstructed, to showcase the concept 

of complete streets.  Walnut Ave extends eastward past Mission Blvd, where 

Walnut becomes Morrison Canyon Road. The first two blocks of Morrison Canyon 

Rd have homes and curb parking on both sides of the street. Beyond that, the road 

carries hikers and bicyclists another two miles with 900 ft of elevation change up 

to Vargas Plateau Regional Park  

A rather inexplicable traffic sign is posted there, that declares “No Stopping 

Anytime on Morrison Canyon Road.” This would block parking alongside the 

road, and stop homeowners from parking on the street. Pedestrians and bicyclists 

wanting to use Morrison Canyon Trail would have to park in nearby 

neighborhoods.  

The parked cars could irritate the neighbors. If the city were to crack down 

on roadside parking in the name of "public safety," it would lose sight of complete 

streets and make access to our trails and parks more difficult. Curb parking is also 

prohibited in front of two acres of “surplus” land set aside for a city park near 

Pickering Ave.  



We call upon planners and transportation officials to extend the "complete 

street" for Walnut Avenue farther eastward towards Morrison Canyon and Canyon 

Heights Drive. The city should not return to the post World War II era, when cars 

ruled our streets and parking was prohibited to move traffic faster. “Complete 

streets” should put pedestrians, park visitors and bicyclists first.  

 

 William Yragui - Mission Peak Conservancy 

 

 

  

 

  



Last word on Solar Roofs?  
 
 
 
 

 

Pictured above – Bill Palleschi, Ken Rasler, and John Smith of Fremont 

 

      On May 9th, the CPUC said they are considering a Solar Tax on solar energy 

made and consumed at home, while also slashing the credit for the surplus solar 

energy shared with the grid. Their latest Solar Tax would be $300-$600 per year 

for the average solar user. Also, it appears that the CPUC's earlier proposal to 

weaken protections for existing solar users is still on the table.  

To be clear, everything you do is making a difference. The 150,000 written 

comments, the thousands of phone calls to Gov. Newsom, the hundreds of verbal 

comments submitted via phone, the letters to the editor. All of it matters. All of it is 

how we stopped the CPUC's first Solar Tax. Please keep it up.   

 https://solarrights.org/the-solar-tax-is-back-and-the-solar-cliff-

too/?emci=42aa50ef-d8d2-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=c900dd9f-c3d6-ec11-

b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=8164805 

 

https://solarrights.org/the-solar-tax-is-back-and-the-solar-cliff-too/?emci=42aa50ef-d8d2-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=c900dd9f-c3d6-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=8164805
https://solarrights.org/the-solar-tax-is-back-and-the-solar-cliff-too/?emci=42aa50ef-d8d2-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=c900dd9f-c3d6-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=8164805
https://solarrights.org/the-solar-tax-is-back-and-the-solar-cliff-too/?emci=42aa50ef-d8d2-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&emdi=c900dd9f-c3d6-ec11-b656-281878b8c32f&ceid=8164805


 TCEC Interview with a Rock, by Bee Newell 
 

 
 

TCEC: Hello. Do you mind if I ask you a few questions?  

 

RESPONDENT: No, not at all. I have all the time in the world. 

 

TCEC: First. How old are you?   

 

RESPONDENT: Great question.  I am as old as the earth yet in some places I am 

being born anew every day.  I am so old that I crumble when touched and so new 

that I am still hot from delivery. You can put me somewhere between two and 

three and a half billion years. 

 

TCEC: How much do you weigh? 

 

RESPONDENT: I weigh megatons in some areas, yet in other places I am so small 

that I am microscopic therefore weigh almost nothing. 

 

TCEC: You are very mysterious if you don't mind me saying so.  

 

RESPONDENT: I don’t mind one bit, but I am not mysterious, I am 

straightforward and commonplace.  

 

TCEC: Where do you live? 

 

RESPONDENT:  I live everywhere on Earth and even in the air. 

 

TCEC:  Do you live in the water? 

 



RESPONDENT: Yes, I do, and water is one of the things that makes me what I 

am. 

 

TCEC: And where were you created?  

 

RESPONDENT: I was born deep within the Earth. Actually, as you may know, the 

Earth came from solar explosions and my elements kind of ended up as a solid 

mass of star dust. Just like the old Woodstock song – “We are star dust, billion 

year old Carbon” … 

 

TCEC:  OK! This is getting strange, so let me be more personal. Are you 

attractive? 

 

RESPONDENT: Some of my brothers are very attractive and very valuable, but 

others of us are quite ordinary and you see us every day. 

 

TCEC: Would I like you? 

 

RESPONDENT: Oh yes. Your treasurer has had one of me since she was 8 years 

old and she collected my relatives from all seven continents.  

 

TCEC: Are you an essential part of ecology? Are you a purebred like a show dog 

or a specific species of a cat? 

 

RESPONDENT: Some of my brethren are pure and made up of a single type of 

atom, but most of us are mixtures of molecules.  

 

TCEC: Any things you’d like to add? 

 

RESPONDENT: Yes, thank you. Remember to look at the long picture and not just 

the immediate future. Protect and respect the Earth in all possible ways because it 

is our only home. So go enjoy nature and Rock on! 

 
 



“We are golden 
Caught in the devil's bargain 
And we've got to get ourselves 
Back to the garden” 

  Woodstock 
 
 

 
 

Good News Department 
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
The Annual Niles Dog Show is BACK for 2022! 

Contests for Dog-Person Look-a-likes, Best Costume, Prettiest Female, 

Handsomest Male and more 

Demonstrations from the Fremont PD K-9 Unit and CARDA Search and Rescue 

Rescue Organizations, Crafts Booths, Food Trucks, and a Pancake Breakfast 

Sponsored by the Niles Main Street Association and Ohlone Humane Society 

 

Click here for more Information! 

 
 

 

 

 

https://nilesdogshow.org/


 

 

 
 

 

  
 

This is for members only – a benefit of being a TCEC member 

 

Please contact Dee by emailing her at muskox44@hotmail.com to order. 

Also “cc” Caroline at caroline.harris@earthlink.net 
 

mailto:muskox44@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Do you have news or events you would like share with Tri City Ecology’s 

members? 

 

Do you have any ideas on what would make Eco-Logic an even better publication? 

 

Let us know! 

 

We would love your feedback and are always looking for new faces and ideas! 

 

Email us @ richgodfrey77@gmail.com 

 

Or please check out our website – www.tricityecology.org and Face Book. 

 

You can always call and leave a message at 510 793 6222 

 

If you haven’t joined TCEC yet, here’s how – 

  

mailto:richgodfrey77@gmail.com
http://www.tricityecology.org/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Want to Join TCEC? 
 

If you want to become a member, please click HERE to fill out this form and mail 

a check to 3373 Country Drive, Fremont, CA 94536. To know more about TCEC 

please visit our website at  

http://www.tricityecology.org. 

The Board meets on the first Thursday of each month on Zoom and soon in person. 

Please call to verify. If you wish to speak on a subject, please call 510 793 6222 or 

510 790 1685. 

If you have any suggestions or want to contact us fill out THIS form 

 

  

http://www.tricityecology.org/

