
Those who dwell among the beauties and mysteries
of the earth are never alone or weary of life
– Rachel Carson
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FREMONT’S ANIMAL CODE - CHANGES

 The individual most prominent and trying
to update and improve the Fremont Animal
Code is Nickie Irvine, an environmental
anthropologist, and naturalist who has
committed untold hours working to make
beekeeping legal and effective in the urban
Bay Area. Nickie successfully changed and
improved animal codes on the west side of
the Bay but, encountered more challenges in
Fremont. A recent issue of keeping goats in
Fremont (see the June 2021 Ecologic
Newsletter) brought attention to the existing
animal code which 



required beekeepers to register their hives at a cost of a few hundred
dollars and receive a visit by the animal control officer, gun or taser
armed, to be sure that all regulations were met. Councilwoman Jenny
Kassan took up the cause for twelve-year-old Elka Chittle, who was able
to keep her two pygmy goats, Buttercup and Nadia.  The city elected to
update the animal code for goats, chickens, and bees. The City’s proposed
new regulations were more restrictive than the old and the Council voted
6 to 1 in favor to pass them, with only Kassan voting to postpone and
revisit the coding process. She recommended that stakeholders of bees,
goats, and chickens have more participation in developing new
regulations since most had not seen a notice for an earlier meeting.
    Irvine did not give up. Because the second viewing of the Animal Code
came up a month later, it was possible to mobilize many Fremont
beekeepers to email and contact the City Council and argue the
advantages of a better system for managing bees in the city. It is based
on the premise that beekeepers already manage essentially all the bee-
related problems in Fremont, with the assistance of the Alameda Bee
Keepers Association and Fremont Beeks. Beekeepers have the expertise
and equipment to handle bee problems as well as established
communication channels to deal on an emergent basis as problems arise,
e.g. swarms, building infestations, angry bees, etc. The council elected to
accept the new code changes on chickens and goats but to continue
evaluating the changes in bee management. So the code will be reviewed
with stakeholders and hopefully, an improved set of regulations will
result.
      Here in Irvine’s words, are what makes an affordable and effective
means of managing urban bees, that does not require permitting.“The
Beekeeping Expert part is probably the most important in terms of
providing effective conflict resolution. Although that is never on the
books, it is a critical counterpart to providing services to the city Code
Enforcement. There are a variety of regulatory approaches we’ve used. As
I mentioned cities where we’ve worked differ in what they prefer. Here are
two main approaches and my preferred local “nuisance” regulation:
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 Pacifica’s local ordinance is too general for my taste:

 San Mateo City specifies that provisioning water and controlling the
flyway are required. But the beekeeping nuisance clause is still
relatively broad:

No local beekeeping regulation on the books. 

This would mean that public nuisance law applies if a neighbor wants to sue. But it

is also not clear what the city prefers. A lack of local regulation is very common

however in the Bay Area.

A local beekeeping nuisance regulation specifies that beekeeping is allowed

as long as a nuisance isn’t created. 

There are a couple of examples that have passed, and one that I am now
suggesting as my preferred approach.

“All apiaries maintained for the purposes of keeping bees shall be kept in
a manner that does not disturb the peace, health, or safety of the
neighboring property or community.

“No person shall manage bees under such conditions as to create a source
of constant annoyance or discomfort to any person.”
I like this better than Pacifica but still prefer (c) below.
My proposed local beekeeping nuisance regulation requires that water is

provisioned in advance and that the flyway is regulated. If these two conditions are

not met then it is considered a nuisance. 

 Suggested Fremont Proposal

Keeping of Bees Definitions

Apiaries: The location where bees are kept in the hive(s).

Bees: Honey bees of the genus, Apis mellifera

Flyway: The flight path of bees as they come and go from a hive

Keeping of Bees – Conditions.

Adequate Water Source Required

All properties on which beehives are kept must provide adequate water sources on

the property at all times of the year and must ensure that they do not become a

mosquito-breeding site. Adequate sources are those that provide both an amount

of water necessary for the number of bees or beehives and a method for the bees

to safely access the water.



  

Flyway Control Required. 

Beekeepers shall manage the direction and angle of the bee flyway from
the entrance of the hive by properly siting and orienting the hives, and by
using flyway barriers as needed to modify the departure angle, such that
bees reach a height of eight or more feet above the ground.
Nuisance When.

A public nuisance shall be declared when bees are not kept in accordance
with this article. Public nuisances are subject to code enforcement and
potential remedies to correct the violation as provided for in this Code.

Nickie Irvine gave a presentation in March 2021 to the ACBA on
changing beekeeping regulations. This was when the ACBA Board began
trying to change the Alameda County regulations (still not passed)
Bay Area Beekeeping Regulations

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbV55rRdnc8&t=1944s


 The 680-square-mile Alameda Creek watershed extending from Mt.
Diablo to Mount Hamilton and from the Altamont hills of Livermore to
the Pacific Ocean – is the largest Watershed in the Bay Area. Looking
out for the native habitat has been the work of Jeff Miller and the
Alameda Creek Alliance (ACA). Following are excerpts from the ACA
website - http://www.alamedacreek.org/learn-more/fish-then-now.php#

“Passing slowly up Alameda Cañon, with eyes open and appreciative, one
may secure a gallery of mental pictures, which in richness of color,
variety, and beauty, will rival any collection of landscape paintings in the
world… When we remember that this rare bit of rural beauty and
wildness is almost on the threshold of a populous city, our appreciation is
quickened and heightened.”
From Picturesque California, edited by John Muir, 1888

      “The vision of the Alameda Creek Alliance is to restore native
wildlife, plants, habitats, and ecosystems within the Alameda Creek
watershed as much as possible given modern constraints. We also
seek to protect undeveloped areas along the creek for their habitat
value to native flora and fauna.
      Our efforts are focused on bringing wild steelhead trout, often
cited as an “indicator species” of watershed health, back to our
watershed. But restoration involves far more than charismatic fish,
for as John Muir famously said, “When we try to pick out anything by
itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the Universe.”

STEELHEAD TROUT AND THE CREEK

 by 

http://www.alamedacreek.org/learn-more/fish-then-now.php


   On September 24 the Alameda Creek Organization held their annual
benefit at the Westover Winery. Jeff Miller spoke about the 25- year
journey to reconnect the river passage for Steelhead that spawn in the
Alameda Creek, travel to the Pacific Ocean, and return to Creek to
spawn again. He also spoke about his appreciation and inspiration that
comes from understanding the life of a Steelhead. Spends 4-5 years in
the ocean, it is able to find its way back to its original spawning
grounds, despite all the obstacles, the vast journey, and the capacity it
has to lay up to 9,000 eggs that will try to repeat the process. How does
it do it? The fish can record concentrations of solutes and the chemical
profile of a stream through the biological characteristic of a chemical
indicator, They also can use the position of the sun and magnetic north. 
 
Working with numerous Bay Area agencies the ACA has helped
complete thirteen fish passage projects; five dams and four instream
barriers have been completely removed, five fish screens have been
installed and many fish ladders constructed. These projects allow
steelhead to return to about 20 miles of spawning and rearing habitat
in the upper watershed for the first time in nearly half a century, and
there are other fish that benefit.



  
   "At least a dozen other species of native freshwater fish have been
collected in the watershed during the past century. Some native fish
may have been extirpated (such as speckled dace and riffle sculpin) due
to extensive urbanization, changes to the channel from flood control
projects, and construction of major dams. But Alameda Creek still
supports one of the best assemblages of native stream fishes in the San
Francisco Bay region. In addition to common stream species (such as
California roach, hitch, threespine stickleback, Sacramento sucker,
Sacramento pikeminnow and prickly sculpin), rarer native fish such as
hardhead, Sacramento blackfish, Sacramento perch and tule perch have
been documented “

ABOVE: JEFF MILLER SPEAKING AT THE BENEFIT



OHLONE HUMANE SOCIETY WILDLIFE

REHABILITATION CENTER NEWS

AN UPCOMING EVENT
BY ANGELA HARTMAN

    Due to the Avian Bird Flu H5N1 outbreak in our area, we are
temporarily closed to the public for animal intakes. We are in the
planning process of making building modifications to our facility to
meet the requirements by the USDA to accept animals during this
Avian Bird Flu outbreak. 



  
  According to the USDA as of May 23 they have recorded about 350
outbreaks among domestic birds in 35 states, with about 40 million
birds dead from the disease. The highly pathogenic H5N1 avian
influenza strain circulating in the U.S.—and much of the world—is also
causing disease and deaths among a range of wild birds, crows, and
eagles, with crows and eagles likely becoming infected from eating
remains of infected birds.
 OHSWRC appreciates your patience as we move towards reopening
and continuing to help our urban wildlife in need of rehabilitation. To
learn more about the Avian Bird Flu go to the CDC web.
 If you have found a wild animal who is injured or orphaned, please
reach out to an alternative wildlife rehabilitation center in your area for
assistance. We will be having our annual open house event on October
29th to raise funds to continue with our building modifications to meet
the USDA's requirements. We will have live educational ambassador
animals, nature crafts and goodie bags for the kids, and facility tours.
 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-birds.htm


 Some bird species migrate seasonally and some stay local all year. It is
important to provide habitat all year for birds that forage on the ground,
ones that rummage a little higher up in shrubs, and ones that scour the tree
tops. Growing plants that provide different canopy levels, are evergreen,
and provide winter food is a long-term solution that will greatly benefit
wild birds.

Take a look at the garden this fall and see where any gaps in the canopy
appear, and fill them with the plants that will grow to the desired height.
Although the plants will take a couple of years to mature, even a little
coverage can help.

Some plants provide winter food. Kinnikinnick or Red Bearberry is an
evergreen ground cover that provides bright red berries in fall and into
winter. Virginia Creeper is a vine that provides nutritious black berries in
fall that persist into winter and can provide year-round nesting
coverage. Cotoneaster is a shrub that has colorful red winter berries that
birds love and Spruce shrubs and trees produce seed-bearing cones that are
available in the winter for foraging.

Dogwood trees produce high-fat berries into winter that are particularly
good for migrating birds. Leaving areas with fallen leaves and twigs and
even access to a compost pile will provide birds with winter nesting
materials. Nesting balls can be hung at various heights in dry locations.

GARDEN PREP FOR BIRDS IN THE WINTER

BY DANIEL O'DONNELL 



 Nesting balls consist of putting nesting-safe materials
in a recycled vegetable mesh bag, a small wire cage, or
tied together with a grapevine or other natural cord.
Dried grass, twigs, moss, different leaves, shredded paper,
cotton, wool, yarn, and feathers make great fillers that
give many different birds many different options.

Supplementing food will also attract birds in the winter.
Multiple feeders at varying heights with different types
of seed blends will benefit both permanent resident birds
and migratory birds without changing their migratory
habits. Wild bird suet can be used to feed wild birds in
the winter. It can be purchased or made to provide
valuable fat to replace the energy they expend trying to
stay warm in the winter. The site inhabitat.com/diy-suet-
winter-birdfeeders has a comprehensive list of
ingredients and a great instructional video. Peanut
butter is another optimal choice but can cost more over
the course of the entire winter.

There is no guarantee that there will be clean water for
birds to drink even in the winter, especially in drought
years. Providing water year-round is just as important as
providing food and shelter. Cleaning the water source
regularly and providing it at different levels will help
many more birds.

With a little planning and a little effort, creating a bird-
friendly winter garden can attract and aid wild birds
bringing enjoyment to the garden and making it come
alive, even in the dead of winter. 



TCEC – Hello little bee, We are told that you are very important, but
that you might go extinct someday. Is this true?

Honeybee – Well, everyone likes to quote Einstein - “If the bee
disappears from the surface of the Earth, man would have no more than
four years left to live.” Of course, that’s nonsense. He never did say that,
but he did like bee science and complemented Karl von Frisch, who won
a Nobel prize for explaining how we do the waggle dance.

TCEC – Oh, what’s the Waggle dance, and maybe you aren’t so
important?

Honeybee – The waggle dance is when we buzz around the hive to
communicate where to go to get good nectar and pollen. It’s called the
round dance when flowers are closer, but becomes waggle when we
have to travel more than 40 meters and need to share the direction
with other foragers in the hive. So, are we not important? If you don’t
care about the fruits and vegetables you eat, you might think so. But we
aren’t going away. You humans are mammals, that usually only survive
as a species for around 2 million years. We’ve been around for 50
million!

 INTERVIEW WITH A HONEYBEE



TCEC – Oh, sorry if I implied you were not important. How are things
for you in Fremont these days? We like to eat your honey.

Honeybee – Things have not been too easy. We are dealing with the
Varroa Mite, a nasty parasite that attacks our colonies and has wiped
about almost half of us. The beekeepers like to treat the Varroa mites
with chemicals, and they are pretty nasty too. In addition, now the City
Council is trying to make it hard for beekeepers to maintain our hives
in the city.

TCEC – Really, how do you mean?

Honeybee – They want to make the beekeepers pay money to register
to keep us and they won’t let beekeepers with small backyards keep
bees. I mean, are we that big of a problem?

TCEC – I don’t know. Are you? I heard that you can sting people.\ In
fact you do sting people sometimes, don’t you?

Honeybee – only if people try to swat at us or step on us. We are just
defending ourselves.

TCEC – Oh, ok. But some people are allergic to your stings and can get
sick or even die!

Honeybee – Yeah, we get killed too. All the time. And just watch out for
the Africanized bees. If they show up things will be worse.

TCEC – Yikes. I heard they took over San Diego County?



Honeybee – yes, they like warm weather, and if it gets hotter they
will move north. So, you should be nice to us, and to the beekeepers.
Let’s try and cooperate and work together. That’s what we’re famous
for.

TCEC – Ok, just promise to never sting me.

Honeybee – Sure, if you don’t swat me. See you around. I have
flowers to attend.



Eco Grant application, from Keylee Wei , MSJHS green club,
Campus tree planting, was withdrawn before the meeting.
All present voted to accept the email vote to welcome Beth
Rasler as TCEC treasurer.
Business Committee Reports

No report
Directors and Officers insurance (D&O) continued until November
IRS filing: Steve has contacted the Secretary of State, Attorney
General, Franchise Tax Board 
We received a Paypal Donation from Alaina Bissett whose
children had a lemonade booth in the summer to raise funds to
protect nature and the environment, they decided to donate $239
to TCEC for that purpose. Big Thank You to Bissett Family from
the entire board, via email and card. 

 Dan, Letter has arrived from Alameda Assessor for property tax, and will

be passed to Steve to keep on file. 

The deadline for articles about animals to Rich / Hiran is Oct 8th 
Agreed to add the previous meeting notes / including the
treasurer report to the newsletter. 
 Suggestion to Publicize the compostable products  

Present Officers: Caroline Harris- chair, Beth Rasler- Treasurer, 

Business Committees: Publicity-Dan O’Donnell, Publications-Rich Godfrey,

Office-Patricia Schaffarczyk, Tech/ Media Steve Evans

At Large: Hiran R, 

Minutes from Sept 2022 meeting Submitted by Janis –Move to accept

from Patricia, seconded by Steve, accepted as written.

Treasurer’s Report:  

 
Correspondence

Publications: Rich / Hiran newsletter 

MEETING NOTES 

TRI-CITY ECOLOGY CENTER BOARD MEETING 
THURSDAY, OCT 6TH 2022, 7:30 - 9:30 PM



Gail, Report was submitted by email, and 20 renewal reminders were sent

last week.

 Patricia, No visitors 10/6/2022, Clearing out old stuff from the
closets.

Fremont October Earthday, Lake Elizabeth Oct 22nd, set up 9-10,
event 10-2, teardown 2-3  Bring our own table. Caroline to follow
up on this..

UFF - Lynn submitted via text, Kit Jory, Fremont City staff has resigned,

Need to follow up on what this means for the Urban forest grant(s).

Parks & Recreation - Events

AAUW hosting a book event at Fremont Main Library on Oct
17th 6:30-8:0pm, book title. All We Can Save, Truth, Courage, and
Solutions for the Climate Crisis, edited by Ayana Elizabeth
Johnson and Katharine K. Wilkinson. Presenters: Elaine Owyang,
LEAF President, and Candice Rankin Mumby, CoF Management
Analyst. 
Local History Museum Garden: Sunday, Oct 9th 2022  –Caroline 

 
Membership: 

Office:

Publicity: 

Project Committee Reports

New Business

In-person board meetings, not ready to do this yet…



Orders May be picked up at 3375 Country Drive, Fremont, on
Thursdays between 11 AM – 2 PM, or by special arrangement.
When purchasing please fill out an order form and pay by cash
or check. Sorry, we don't have change. This benefit is for TCEC
members only. Questions? Please call Dee Miner at 510 940
6272 or email her at muskox44@hotmail.com, and please cc:
Caroline Harris at caroline.harris@earthlink.net

mailto:muskox44@hotmail.com
mailto:caroline.harris@earthlink.net


Do you have news or events you would like to share with Tri City
Ecology’s members?

Do you have any ideas on what would make Eco-Logic an even better
publication?

Let us know!

We would love your feedback and are always looking for
Fresh faces and ideas!

Email us @ richgodfrey77@gmail.com

Please check out our website – www.tricityecology.org and Face Book
 
You can always call and leave a message at 510 793 6222

And if you haven’t joined TCEC yet, here’s how

mailto:richgodfrey77@gmail.com
http://www.tricityecology.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Tri-City-Ecology-Center-105712534793212


·Chair           Caroline Harris          415 377 9200.           
Vice Chair    Elizabeth Ames          
Secretary      Janis Stob                              
Treasurer     Abhi Indap                              
Publicity       Dan O’Donnell                        
Membership Gail Blalock
Media            Steve Evans 
At-Large      Tom Brown, Patricia Schaffarczyk, Hiran Rajagopalan 
Newsletter    Rich Godfrey (Editor), Hiran R (Asst. Editor)  
Ex-Chair      Gus Morrison                 

WANT TO JOIN TCEC?

TRI CITY ECOLOGY BOARD

 If you want to become a member please click HERE to fill out this
form and mail a check to 3375 Country Drive,
Fremont, CA 94536. To know more about TCEC please visit our
website at  http://www.tricityecology.org
Board meets on the first Thursday of each month on Zoom due to
Covid-1.  Please call to verify.  If you wish to speak on a subject,
please call 510.793.6222 or 510.790.1685.
If you have any suggestions or want to contact us, please fill out
THIS form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeE_AcTGTSbZpXjmKwqHpJq2FWT-EUC0TlxcyyWHw-U0OGbrg/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.tricityecolgy.org/
https://forms.gle/JC7Srb66vsX3hxSr6

